RELIGIONS   AND  PHILOSOPHY               73
the Granth is culled from Mohammedan sources proclaims its
original impartiality, it theoretically discards the caste system,
but those who know India are aware of how difficult it is to
cut from Hindu traditions a trait that has coloured them for
centuries.
Perhaps the most striking outward fact about a Sikh is that
he does not shave or cut his hair. Frequently, he is a magm/
ficent specimen of a man, tall, lithe, keen/eyed. When added
to this are a long flowing beard and woman/like locks,
his appearance is not unworthy of being called picturesque
Sikhs are supposed to confine themselves to certain kind of
work, but this rule does not seem to be taken very seriously.
They worship "one invisible god/* they honour their gurus
(there are ten of them) but revere and bow before the Granth;
they bathe frequently in the sacred pool of Amritsar and extol
the name and function of a soldier.
Such is an outline of the Sikh's creed if it can be so called.
That he is a brave and honourable gentleman cannot be
doubted, that he has much religious clarity beyond a strong
militant regard for the Granth may be.
Western Influence
There are other religions in India. There is, for instance,
Zoroastriamsm. Christianity is but a tiny fly on the great
elephantine back of India. It has, however, had a vast
cultural success. What it has not conquered it has influenced.
There are also snatches of the Chinaman's faith and Japanese
Shmtuism, Jewish rigidity and Greek laxity. Around the
Himalayan foothills and here and there like an unrecognised
fossil you will find a broken and corrupted Buddhism; while
active as hot/weather ants and as sincere as they are active
are a tiny sect calling themselves Bahais. Their religion is of
Persian origin, but it throws a gende mantle of friendship
around all other systems and has an ethical philosophy of
winning ways.
But none of these can be called an Indian religion.  We